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speciosissimus. On chromatograms a color reaction with 
acids (or acidified ninhydrin) can be observed. This has 
perhaps led to Testa's erroneous assignment of these 
steroids as peptides 3. We did not find any substances 
referable to cortinarins in methanol extracts of mush- 
rooms from different locations, collected over a period of 
several years. 
Summarizing our results we can state: a) The trifluo- 
roacetic acid hydrolysis of Cortinarin C is inexplicable 
and cannot be corroborated with a model peptide, b) Our 
NMR spectra of synthetic 4-methoxyindole are distinctly 
different from data given by Tebbett (according to the 
original papers measured at 250 MHz, not 90 MHz). De- 
spite the rapid H/D exchange in deuterated methanol, 
a sharp indole-NH signal was found by Tebbett. We only 
detected this signal by measuring in chloroform, c) The 
instability of hydroxylated tryptophanes and their ethers 
in acids has been extensively documented by Wieland 
and others. Nevertheless, 4-methoxytryptophane was 
isolated in excellent yield after hydrolysis of Cortinarin 

C. In polar C. speciosissirnus extracts, not even traces of 
4-hydroxy- and 4-methoxytryptophane were found by us 
after hydrogenation and hydrolysis, though suitable pro- 
tection procedures were used and the synthetic acids 
served as internal standards. 
Meanwhile orellanin has also been found in Cortinarius 
brunneofulvus, C. Jluorescens, C. henrici, C. orelannoides 
and C. rainieresis 4. Therefore we agree that the ingestion 
of Cortinarius mushrooms should be strictly avoided. 
Other Cortinarius mushrooms may contain further toxic 
components, but we question the involvence of peptides 
with structures of the cortinarins; all details leading to 
this result have been published. 
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Announcements 

Pfizer Research Prize 1992 

2 Awards of Swiss Fr. 30.000.- each. 
Applicants should be scientists working in Switzerland, 
age limit is 45 years. 
Subject: Basic or clinical research on the cardiovascular 
system. Published or ready-to-publish work originating 
mainly from Switzerland. 
Jury: Independent scientific committee of the Pfizer 
Foundation presided by Proffs. C. Perret (Lausanne) and 
E Follath (Zurich). 
Deadline for application: 15 July 1992. 
The Prizes will be awarded in January 1993. 
Details for applications can be obtained from: 

Stiftung Pfizer-Forschungspreis, 
Postfach, CH-8048 Zurich. 

Endowment of the Sandoz Prize for Therapeutically 
Relevant Pharmacological Research 

Basic research in pharmacology and the clinical applica- 
tion of medicaments belong together. Nevertheless, con- 
stant effort is necessary to prevent the two disciplines 

growing apart from each other, and to make sure that the 
ultimate aim progress in therapeutic applications - re- 
mains central. Sandoz AG of Nfirnberg, together with 
the German Society for Pharmacology and Toxicology, 
wants to emphasize this point with its new prize of 
20.000 DM. 
The prize will be awarded for work bridging the gap 
between pharmacological and clinical research. 
Applications for the prize can be made by pharmacolo- 
gists and by interdisciplinary teams working in Germany. 
Nominations can also be made by third parties. 
The members of the jury will be neutral experts, indepen- 
dent of the firm. The prize will be awarded at the Annual 
Congress of the German Society for Pharmacology and 
Toxicology. It will be awarded for the first time in March 
1993. The final date for applications and nominations 
(with all the necessary documentation) is August 1st 
1992. 
Instructions for applicants, and further information, can 
be obtained from the secretariat of the Sandoz Prize for 
Therapeutically Relevant Pharmacological Research, 
Sandoz AG Nfirnberg, Deutschherrnstr. 15, D-W 8500 
Nfirnberg 80, Fed. Rep. of Germany. 


